






that improvements to our streets are made in conjunction with the barriers (both nature
based and concrete) and can address sea level rise and sunny day flooding, as already 
experienced in our region. 

• Upland of Biscayne Bay and the Miami River, implement non-structural measures to all
buildings that are in lower elevations; elevating, wet or dry floodproofing and installing
flood panels.

• The Feasibility Study should further investigate buyouts and retreat. Where possible, look
at relocating structures and replacing them with elevated linear parks that can be
inundated during heavy storm events, and percolate/drain over time. This will lead to real
estate appreciation adjacent to new green/open spaces versus real estate depreciation
behind walls.

Because the USAGE Back Bay study is in essence an economic study, we urge you to seriously 
consider the severe detrimental economic impacts these floodwalls would have to Downtown 
Miami. The proper design and implementation of nature-based features, built in conjunction with 
needed flood gates, could have a major positive effect on both our economy and the environment, 
while protecting downtown's infrastructure, investments and human capital for years to come. 
This would significantly increase the BCR for the project and make it more likely to be authorized 
and receive appropriations. To the contrary, the devastating impact to property values and 
economic activity has not been adequately incorporated into the existing BCR, which as a result 
represents an artificially high level that will not withstand close scrutiny. 

Finally, thank you for taking the time to understand our concerns. We know that Miami represents 
a growing urban area that involves complex challenges, however we are confident that the 
USAGE will work collaboratively with our stakeholders to ensure infrastructure investments reflect 
the needs of our thriving population and help bolster our economic resilience long into the future. 
We look forward to working with you as you advance the Back Bay Study recommendations to 
construction. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact the Miami ODA with any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

�.-,,�Cl� t� 
Commissioner Manolo Reyes 
Chairman 

Christina Crespi 
Executive Director 

cc: The Honorable Rick Scott, US Senator 
The Honorable Marco Rubio, US Senator 
The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz, US Congresswoman, 23rd District of Florida 
The Honorable Fredrica Wilson, US Congresswoman, 24th District of Florida 
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart, US Congressman, 25th District of Florida 
The Honorable Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, US Congresswoman, 26th District of Florida 
The Honorable Donna Shalala, US Congresswoman, 27th District of Florida 
The Honorable Carlos A. Gimenez, Mayor, Miami-Dade County 

Attachments: 
Renderings/images no. 1-11 
The Urban Land Institute Advisory Services Panel Report: "Bolstering Our Urban 
Waterfront" 
The Miami Baywalk/Riverwalk Waterfront Design Guidelines 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS at Brickell Bay Drive
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USACE BACKBAY TSP PROPOSED at Brickell Bay Drive Rendering 1
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USACE BACKBAY TSP PROPOSED at Brickell Bay Drive Rendering 1-close up
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EXISTING CONDITIONS at Brickell Bay Drive



DDA_USACE_BACKBAY RENDERINGS

NATURE-BASED I HYBRID ALTERNATIVE at Brickell Bay Drive Rendering 2 
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USACE BACKBAY TSP PROPOSED at Brickell Bay Drive
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NATURE-BASED I HYBRID ALTERNATIVE at Brickell Bay Drive
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EXISTING CONDITIONS at Miami River



Rendering 5

DDA_USACE_BACKBAY RENDERINGS

USACE BACKBAY TSP PROPOSED at Miami River
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EXISTING CONDITIONS at Miami River
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NATURE-BASED I HYBRID ALTERNATIVE at Miami River
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EXISTING CONDITION at Miami River

USACE BACKBAY TSP PROPOSED at Miami River
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EXISTING CONDITION at Miami River
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NATURE-BASED I HYBRID ALTERNATIVE at Miami River



DDA_USACE_BACKBAY RENDERINGS

EXISTING CONDITION at Bayfront Park

Rendering 9USACE BACKBAY TSP PROPOSED at Bayfront Park
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EXISTING CONDITIONS at Bayfront Park

Rendering 10 NATURE-BASED I HYBRID ALTERNATIVE at Bayfront Park
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EXISTING CONDITIONS at Bayfront Park
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NATURE-BASED I HYBRID ALTERNATIVE at Bayfront Park Rendering 11 
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